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rail iioich'ter 
1313 Lyndon Lane, , 1 1 3 
Louisville, KY 4t>222 

Lear 43.11, 

Wliat lias happened to you? 

Aside from the i'act that 1 love you and appreciate your many favors you 
Lave suddenly, in effect dropped dead and more, you have gone out of your way 
to add to the problems 1 have when I am, as to a fiegree at least you know, more 
feeble than 1 ever imagined I would be. 

Olay was in touch with you one the major problem and got no response. 

I was and I also got no response. 

'■‘•‘his is v ry much unlike tae man I thought 1 knew. 

So, first, how .about levelling about yourself and next the uusiness. hut 

I'm so weak mostly I do not make and keep copies to remind me and I'll have to 

do t.uit from memory. I may repeat some I'll omit the medical, which lias been 

O 

oasasterout and, were we 2 u or more years younger could yield a retirement, 

some of the local doctors and the hospital have been that bad. To give you an 

idea of how bad it is, I fell down and while I w|as not aware of it was 

driven to the hospital, walking to and from the car and into the emergency room. 

It was quute some time later that, although still ambulatory, 1 came to 

and on seeing the doctors around ne saw the cardiologist I fired about 20 years 

ago when he lied and his lie hurt me. I liavj/i and the hospi-f al knows I have 

b m 

a local cardiolog ist. And then I find out I'm to be operated on and J the surgeon 

who had been recommended to me .-.-earlier by my then nephrologist ,1 had fired by 

A 

mail with a copy of the letter to the nephrologist, who should have taken it as 
notice that he was next. .Both lied when the consequences were so serious what 
they had me lined up for was strictly prohibited by Johns Hopkins. But the 
surgery i t: an did have was by the ffluy I'd fired and both of those gujjfs ignored 
my i .edical no us and lied toy' me. By accident I caught the surgeon filing a 
report 011 h .s examination of me that he diu not make l hid not see me that day. 

^ S' ' — 

00 , 1 fired them both all over again and all over again that was and is beng 

blocked, v/hat was ignored that should not have been I won't &ttake t.uae for but 

in their dotennigatT'on to-traefa. mt that I'm a piece of crap and mo more and 

am not to ask questions they even, and this is literally jrtrue, got a inale 

nurse t remoVo the catheter ihf my arm and he did it with such violence that 

/-tu* 

wSbhb when he was finished 1 had to large areas of subcutaneous bleedirub wheiie 

~f 2 //*'" <7 

ho just squeezed my arm that hard they were about ■2/T2!! by 3". And when he took 

O 

the IV out he left two large and apparently deep scabs because the first did 
not come off for more than a week. ^ v Ly 

And till;.? is the least of it. I/V\ giving you a notion of the new problems. 
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They (lit! i!t. '.oh more to we that x uou't go into and that all started when 
1 tried to see tho top dug after they dropped her, broke a hip and did not check 
tor anyti ling else# Vlhon X iroreod forced that she had t v/o blood clots on her 
brain and she has not been the some, not boon normal, since then. 


Several yearn# ago or almost that, the hospital ignored five ulcers on 


my logs and sent me to a nursing home when 1 hud no need to be there* They 

ndver discharged me aid ultimately 1 discharged myself* But while I was in 

the hospital or nifrsing home our place was entered at least two time and 

..... K 

asxue I row tae sj&aces in the files maing it clear files were jfctoled, they 

,'just for deviltry broke tkis typewriter. Jerry got ^od to ta£e the books 
» 

andjdiey are the most profitable thing tx.e book store lias. Then, with other such 


discoveries, including tho theft of ny file copy of our wills, he got them £o 


tane po session of t’ne files. Alii that wore ^pin th , basement. 

One of the first thefts I discovered was of the manuscripts I've been 
writing to leave that record for Idttory. Bo, when I could I asked Olay for 
a list of them, lie wrote you and asked you for the titles of those you have 
and you n.ver replied, of course I was Negligent in not keeping a written 
record but 1 spent all that time in writing until these local medical disaster /I 
all not indicated above^ cut me back on that* ^obody can imaging that anyone 


could do that much in such a relatively short period of time, more so at my 
ago and in my health. In all, there should bo about i pO book— length manu — 
scripts, ilnd while I'm still aliVe I much to at least get them all listed 
ana where the cassetttoo are going back, replace them if possible!. 

- xt had been my intention to ask you to lend Clay those he does not 

C ^q e» U 

riave. uq is jotting everything onto Oliroia. so they* 11 last* 

Maybe x've oiitted more than I've indicated but if any of this needs 
explanation, please let hie know. 


I don t tlui.nk there is -anyone I've known I would have considered less 
likely to create or be in any way part of this situation than you* If is 
unlike you as a person and it was foreign to our frieddship and uur relationship. 
I can t tiiiiijLk of anytliing x coulu have done to offend you so that -troubles 
me because what remains is that whatever it is is in your mind* I won't repeat 
what 1 said in tlie past about that. 


I told you I'd pay whatever it costs to have the woman who works for you 
make a list of the titles. If 1 do not have the riubon copy of any of those I'd 
than like to borrow them for Olay to add to ills on GDi'oms. 

And if you have any questions, any of any kind, please do ask them. 

Tilde is something I do add because it may not be clear ikbove. 

1 ve been on hemodialysis for more than a year and it is knocking the hell 
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out of mo. X mean, literally, killing me. It is that taxing on the body. My 

— I 

fall referredto above was one result. I had one clot almost a foot ling aid 
about three inches wide, projecting out for the body at least two inches. At 
the liospit 1 they injected three bags of plasma, each one holding more than a 
pin t plus some while blood. And. when I'm home after the dialysis' - wrt , with 
much loss being removed from my body, X usually have to take a nap. That takes 
at least throe days out of my wee:., often more.Katy, the fine woman who, part- 
ti-H looks out for mil and me, will not lot me drive to the dialysis center 
np.w^|Slie gets up at 5, with a liunband and six kids to get started, off to work 
or school, takes me t(jere and picks uo up because I'm so weary I may oversleep 
amd because I'm so unsteady when ye treatment is over. 

There is an altera. -tive, peritoneal dialysis, clone at home and in the abdominal 
cavity but ffliat is wrong with my blood that led Hopkins to nix that almost 
certainly would have ended me sooner. 

Bill, there is nothing we can do about it but til is no longer the per s son 
you knew and, at oil and 'l, we are both lucky to still be here. Particularly 
lucky lor me becuuse all the docyors liave been surprised at what t. nave overcome. 

I look back on /iwhat x h,.ve done in six of the past eight years, with some 
of that time spent in hospitals, and while I regret that I could not do it better, 

1 am impressed by this volume and by the reactions from those who have read any 
of it. Jerry, for example, is using some in his own writing, and that I like. 

■ iiat it be available to other:, was one of my interests. 

if, 

One day a week maty, the woman who helps jfs so, takes XdLl out to lunch.Lil 
in her wheelchair, and it is a real lift for JJ il ' s spirits. Today X am going with 
them and I just s. w iCaty taidng the Jawe" wheelchair to the car. I'll read and 
correct tiiis after we are back aid will mail /. t tomoor ow. But if there is any- 
thing I liave done to offend you it was certainly not intended. And if this is 
•afts-t a fear or an apprehension in your why), Jfom tilings are inevitable and 
we are wetter off trying to c/cognize and live with it and them. 

I miss you chatty, interesting and informative letters, too. (fcuJ cl\i/j/injs 
As it is I do not Know what I liave done, who has any of it that may he missing 
here, what 1 should next do. etc. tod, with what time remains for me, I might be 
wasting tine by doing what X have already done. I can't remember all of it. 

Whatever it id, please snap out of it. 


Best to you all, 

A ^uiO 



